
Model Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 2.4 

Lawyer Serving as a Third-Party Neutral 

(a) A lawyer serves as a third-party neutral when the lawyer assists two or more persons 
who are not clients of the lawyer to reach a resolution of a dispute or other matter that has 
arisen between them. Service as a third-party neutral may include service as an arbitrator, a 
mediator or in such other capacity as will enable the lawyer to assist the parties to resolve 
the matter. 

(b) A lawyer serving as a third-party neutral shall inform unrepresented parties that the 
lawyer is not representing them. When the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that a 
party does not understand the lawyer's role in the matter, the lawyer shall explain the 
difference between the lawyer's role as a third-party neutral and a lawyer's role as one who 
represents a client. 

 

Model Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 4.1 

Transactions With Persons Other Than Clients 

In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly: 

(a) make a false statement of material fact or law to a third person; or 

(b) fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when disclosure is necessary to avoid 
assisting a criminal or fraudulent act by a client, unless disclosure is prohibited by Rule 1.6. 

 

Model Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 4.1, Comment 2 

Statements of Fact 

[2] This Rule refers to statements of fact. Whether a particular statement should be regarded 
as one of fact can depend on the circumstances. Under generally accepted conventions in 
negotiation, certain types of statements ordinarily are not taken as statements of material 
fact. Estimates of price or value placed on the subject of a transaction and a party’s intentions 
as to an acceptable settlement of a claim are ordinarily in this category, and so is the 
existence of an undisclosed principal except where nondisclosure of the principal would 
constitute fraud. Lawyers should be mindful of their obligations under applicable law to 
avoid criminal and tortious misrepresentation. 

 



Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 8.4 (c) 

Misconduct 

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to: 

******************* 

(c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; 

 

 


